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Our Second Year
TOM FIGURA, Sr. Estimator, Cianbro Corporation, Chair, ACE
Mentoring Program of Maine, Inc.
GARY SCOTT FRANKEL, AlA, Sr. Architect, WBRC Archi
tects Engineers, Team Leader, Hampden Academy

ACE Mentoring Pro
gram of Bangor, Maine has
reached the end its second
year, we’ve held the second
annual student presentations
and have awarded
$4,500.00 in scholarships,
$2,500.00 more than in our
inaugural year!

As such, we look back
and reflect on how far
we’ve come in such a short
time. In less than two school
years we’ve successfully
added two new schools to
the roster, both Bangor High School and Deering High
School in Portland, thanks to the many professional
volunteers, school principals and student’s that make
the whole program work. The ACE program is de
signed to allow students to participate each of their four
high school years to set them on a path toward an ar
chitectural, engineering or construction related degree
and career. At Hampden Academy, we already have
repeat students who are benefitting from their contin
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The Second Annual Award Night
STEVE PEDERSEN, AlA, LEED AP, WBRC Architects Engi
neers, Mentor, Hampden Academy

The ACE Mentoring program held its’ 2009-2010
final presentations and awards ceremony on the evening
of June 10 at the Weilman Commons in the new Bangor
Masonic Center. There was a great turnout and a terrific
group of projects presented by the Hampden Academy
and Bangor High SchOol stu
dents.

It was really gratifying to
see how far the students had
come since the start of this
school years’ program and
how professional their pres
entations looked. It is such a
great opportunity for them to
get a taste of how our design
profession works in the real
world and to be able to assist
them in getting there.

The reviewing judges, in
cluding Matt Carter, Archi
tect, WBRC Architects • En
gineers, Rick Bronson, For
mer City of Brewer Fire
Chief and Perry Antone,
Brewer Police Chief are all
experienced and have a direct
familiarity with the police/fire
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1onFigura,
Hampden Team Mentor pre
sents Clayton Forrest with a
scholarshio award.

Bangor High School student
Blake LuJkin presents his dc

sign solution to the judges and
audience

ont to back, Judges Mcitt
C’arte, Rick Bronson and
Periy Antone evaluate and
question the students presen
tations

Mentor Program

Career irections for Stuclents in
Architecture, Construction andl Engineering
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facility project that the
studentsworked on this
year. During the presen
tations they asked some

designers all the time,
and it was great to see
how the students re
sponded. Justbeingable
to think on your feet and adapt as the situation de
mands is half the battle! Each presenterhad some
thing importantto contributeand was well-spokenand
knowledgeable.

Next yearwe the ACE studentswill work on a new
project with new challenges,and I for one look for
ward to being involved again. We hopeto seemany
of this year’s students returning again, along with
manynewrecruits. The experienceis invaluable!

The key to a successfulpresentationis preparation.

determinedmilestonesin order
to keepup with the schedule.In
this way, time is allowed for
studentsto learnhow to present
their ideaseffectively with tried
-and-tested big-picture tech
niques including just enough
detail to create interest from
their “clients.” The “clients” in
this case, the judges,truly like
to seestudents’presentationsof
the facilities in which they con-

As the year
progresses,
the students
are encour
aged to pace
themselves
and develop
their programs
and design
solutions to
meet pre
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ued participation in
the second year of
the program. The
mix of studentsvar
ies from freshmanto
seniors giving the
programmuchdiver
sity and allows the
studentsto learn not
only from theprofes
sionals acting as
mentors but also
those students that
have been through
the program previouslyand can offer insight to the new
participants.

Our successis developedand maintainedby the active
participationof the schools,the students,their, respective
administrations,the supportof our sponsorsand the par
ticipation of individuals in the original teamof volunteers
from WBRC Architects Engineersand the CianbroCor
poration and in our secondyear, the addition of a several
newvolunteermentorsconsistingof individuals from both
Consigli Constructionand Criterium-Mooney Engineers
who have been instrumentalin adding the BangorHigh

School and Deer
ing High School
Teamto the mix.

Through the
ACE Mentoring
Program, students
fostertheir interest
in the Arch itec
tural, Construction
and Engineering
industries,thus the
acronym ACE.
But, it extendsfar
beyond just these
three professional
disciplines to vir
tually any engi

neering or con
struction related career. Through the program, students
are introducedto many professionalpractitionersinclud
ing engineers,constructionprofessionalsand architects
that volunteer their time, showing the participating stu
dent’s what eachof us do on a daily basis and how that
work integrateswith both communityandtheendusers.

The volunteerscan also relatepersonalprojectexperi
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tough
unlike

questions, not
those we face as

BangorHigh siudentsLaura
Pasquine,Hina Ilàshmiand
Leila Mousavibegin their team
presentation

_____
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BangorandHanmpdenstudentslisten to
UTC TechnologyInstructor John
Milligan discussconstructionoperations

during thefirst oftwo UTC sitevisits.

Thejudgesgaveapost-presentulion wrap up

including their impressionandthoughtson
thepresentations.

UTC TechnologyInstructor JohnMilligan
discussthe correcttechniquesassociated
with operatinga laserlevel andtransitdur
ing anactualproject in which ACE students
constructedapathway..

Above, ACE Mentorand
‘hair awardsthe C’op
liii FicketifromHamp
den Academyheficst
placeaward.
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