Paul Lewandowski of SMRT, Portland, Wins National Design Competition

Mannington Tx:Style Carpet Design Challenge received more than 500 entries nationwide


Portland, Maine - Paul Lewandowski, an architect with SMRT in Portland, has been named a grand prize winner in the Mannington Commercial tx:style carpet design challenge.  Mannington Commercial’s annual carpet design competition invites designers to submit flooring design concepts. Six finalists are chosen by a panel of judges on the basis of aesthetics, creativity, public comments and manufacturability.   Paul subsequently won the grand prize for professionals with more than seven years experience based on popular vote. 

"This year saw more than 500 entries and 35,000 unique visitors to the tx:style site to view, comment and vote on the designs," said Natalie Jones, Vice President for Commercial Brand Development and Creative Product with Mannington Commercial. "Paul’s design is a composite of rock formations from the coast in Pemaquid, Mackworth Island and Cape Elizabeth as well as outcroppings in Augusta, overlaid with images of the Maine forest.  The carpet is suitable for many commercial installations, including healthcare, education and office environments. Paul envisioned the design to espouse Maine’s high regard for the environment, by including recycled and sustainable materials in its production.” 

Paul grew up in Lewiston and is an architect with SMRT: Architecture, Engineering, Planning and Commissioning - in Portland.  His recent work in Maine includes the award winning Lafayette Family Cancer Care Center in Brewer, Hebron Academy’s athletic facility, the SALT Institute of Documentary Studies in Portland and St. Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Lewiston.  Paul is currently part of the team designing the new 600,000 square foot MaineGeneral Medical Center in Augusta.

“In all of my work, I strive to integrate the power of the Maine experience into the design by creatively using building materials to reflect nature and positively influence the experience of the people using the building. Maine’s natural features, if successfully translated through design, have the power to create buildings that enhance patient experiences and healing, support professional staff, stimulate learning and substantially add to the quality of our lives.”     

Paul will work with Mannington to develop the design into a commercial product with multiple colorways, as well as create two companion carpet designs. The final suite of products will be released next June at the 2012 NeoCon Interior design showcase in Chicago.  The grand prize also includes a trip to the Maison & Objet design show in Paris in 2012.

[bookmark: _GoBack]His design has already won praise from Interior Design magazine’s Designwire: “In the senior division, the winner was Paul Lewandowski for Coastal Rocks, a pattern based—as its designer puts it—”on the striated basaltic rock found on the Maine coast,” near where Lewandowski lives and works as an architect with Portland-based firm SMRT. Natural elements from sea, sky and land inform the abstract, almost Clyfford Still-esque forms and colorways of this very organic floor covering.”
